Annual Report FY 2012
Fiscal year 2012 has been a year of great accomplishments for the Puerto Rico Developmental Disabilities Council.  As we move forward to the full inclusion of our developmental and intellectual disabilities population into our communities and to push toward advocacy, capacity building, and systems change we have supported a series of initiatives throughout the Island that support the priority areas identified in our 5-year State Plan. 
In order to provide opportunity to more organizations, the request for proposals process was re-engineered establishing a cap of $150,000 per project.  The Guide for Proposals was reviewed and two cycles were opened. During both the January 18, 2012 and  August 20,  2012 orientations was provided to the participants who were informed about the priorities for each cycle as established in the 5-year State Plan, the need for inclusion and sustainability in their projects and other requirements for the submission of the proposals.  All the information was provided in a pen drive to the participants.  As a result of this effort the Council has 31 sub-grantees at present in different stages of development. Here are some of our major accomplishments.

Formal and Informal Community Supports
Outreach

Looking towards the responsibility the Council has to be the clearing house on issues regarding the population with developmental and intellectual disabilities, the Council created a web page available to the general public.  The page includes the basic information about the Council, like the laws, and executive orders under which it operates. It also includes articles of interest to the DD population, available statistics, and a series of links to other public and private organizations in Puerto Rico and the United States.  There the reader can find the audio visual presentations from the projects that our sub-grantees develop and are usually presented publicly in our annual conference.  Everything from how to get a service dog to how to access assistive technology is found in the website.  Because of our main language in Spanish, the website is produced in English and Spanish.
The PRDDC has been active in community outreach activities. It has participated providing information as to what is the Council and its 5-year State Plan in various radio and television programs.  It has also participated in various community activities as well as activities from the Head Start Program, providing information of the Council’s activities.  
Through one of the sub-grantees the Council has also begun the pre-production of radio and television spots to create awareness in the community of the importance of respect of the rights and abilities of the population with developmental and intellectual disabilities and the pre-production of a coloring book to create awareness and promote respect toward the population with developmental and intellectual disabilities.
Through the sub-grantee, CVM Productions, a series of TV programs have been produced in which projects receiving funding from the PRDDC are filmed, the coordinators or directors of the projects as well as some of the participants are interviewed to inform the public on the services that are provided for the population with developmental and intellectual disabilities around the Island.  Through this effort the communities can surmise the extent of the advocacy, capacity building and system change that the Council is generating.
Recreation and Sports
Through various sub-grantees recreational and summer camp activities were supported.  The Misión Alegría project organized a summer camp integrating boy scouts that was completely inclusive.  Originally designed to provide this unique experience to 150 children with and without disabilities, the demand was so great that the activity ended up providing the inclusive service to 358 children.  At least two of the major newspapers wrote articles about this unique activity.

A second summer camp was developed by the Center for Autism in Ponce, in the south of Puerto Rico, that served 13 children with this condition.

Through a special agreement with the Department of Sports and Recreation, ten model facilities were designed to provide all the adaptive equipment necessary to guarantee the access to people with developmental and intellectual disabilities in  inclusive recreational and sports programs around the Island including the off-shore island municipality of Vieques which is characterized by being one  of the underserved municipalities in eastern Puerto Rico 
A model program was developed by the Municipality of San Juan called The San Juan Surf Camp through which children with developmental disabilities along their peers without disabilities were taught surfing skills while the parents were given workshops on providing the support their children needed to be able to integrate into other activities in their communities.
Through the Federación de Baloncesto en Sillas de Ruedas, twenty workshops on playing basketball in wheelchairs were offered in order to compete and become members of the National Team of Puerto Rico.

In Arecibo, an inclusive summer camp offering sports and recreational activities for 35 participants and trained 23 recreational leaders in using strategies and supports for individuals with dd.  A model project that provided accessibility to the deaf and the blind to the visual arts was developed with the Museum of Art of Puerto Rico, which included guided tours, and sculpture making workshops among many other activities.
In the western part of the Island the Asociación Mayagüezana de Personas con Impedimentos (AMPI) through the Sensory Stimulation Center started an incredible program following a model of service that served 15 adults with significant intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Housing
Through one of sub-grantees, Centro de Adiestramiento y Trabajo para Personas con Impedimentos (CATPI, Inc.), the development of  housing facilities for supported independent living  in the community for adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities in the south-east of Puerto Rico was started and is expected to be finished by 2015.  
In the western part of Puerto Rico, the Asociación Mayagüezana de Personas con Impedimentos (AMPI) finished its third housing facility for independent living in the community reached its final stage providing supported independent living for 17 adults with intellectual developmental disabilities.
Employment
Two projects, the Centro de Servicios para Capacitar y Desarrollar Destrezas de Vida Independiente and the Municipality of Cidra through its project Florece en la Montaña, focused on training severe developmental and intellectual disabled individuals in the area of agricultural services and that serve the central part of the Island have been funded.  Between the two projects 42 individuals with developmental disabilities are being trained.
Also in the western part of the Island the Municipality of Aguadilla developed an employment program that will eventually train 15 participants in office skills.
The Centro de Ayuda y Terapia al Niño con Impedimentos, Inc (AYANI) through its project Creando Esperanzas serves the north-western part of the Island and is training 21 participants in various jobs that enable the participant to be self-employed and also develops daily living skills.
Transportation

A project that provided transportation services to individuals with developmental and intellectual disabilities in the Municipality of Cataño completed its grant providing services to 100 persons with developmental and intellectual disabilities.
Health
Three projects that address the sexuality of the individual with developmental disabilities are being developed around the Island.  The first one is being developed by the Movimiento para el Alcance de una Vida Independiente (MAVI) which is developing a curriculum on education and prevention aimed at establishing healthy sexual practices diminishing unwanted pregnancies and avoiding the transmission of sexual diseases.  The second project is being developed by the Centro Educativo CADEI, Inc. which aims at educating families of children with developmental disabilities on the reality of the sexuality of their children and how to view this and their independent living positively.  Also EDUCAVIPRO, Inc has developed a health model for the education on sexuality for individuals with developmental disabilities, their families, care takers, and professionals. 
Others
Personal Attendants and Respite Services
Respiro, Inc, the only certified provider of respite services in Puerto Rico, developed a training to certify personal assistants for individuals who want to offer this service in their communities as well as for attendants in different service settings around the Island.  So far 35 personal assistants have been trained and a total of 51 individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities around the Island are receiving respite services.

In order to improve the quality of life of children with autism and other DD conditions the sub-grantee Carrousel, Inc., provides therapy through horseback riding and art classes in their facilities which serve the north in Puerto Rico
Services for the unserved and underserved IDD population
One of the concerns of the Council is the growing population of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities that are not receiving services from the Administration of Vocational Rehabilitation because of their “unemployable” status and qualify no longer for the services of Special Education.  
To address this, Abriendo Puertas al Futuro developed a program to provide therapy and recreation to this population as well as educational and recreation activities for their families.  They are currently serving 15 individuals and have a waiting list.  
Fundación Modesto Gotay through another initiative serves the severe intellectual disabled population providing them with independent living skills and community living skills. The project also trains parents of the participants to facilitate the adaptation of the adult with severe intellectual disabilities.
Quality Assurance

Advocacy
In May 21-25 2012, the Council in collaboration with our partners of the DD Network (the University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities better known as the Institute on Developmental Disabilities and the Office of the Ombudsman for Persons with Disabilities) reinstated the Youth Leadership Forum for high school students with developmental disabilities.  The YLF provided 31 students with the basic skills to become self-advocates, information about higher education facilities, assistive technology available, testimony from adults with developmental disabilities that had succeeded in various areas to serve as role models,  and a series of experiences in which they met the Governor and were able to have an exchange of ideas with him, visited their Senators and also had the opportunity to exchange ideas with them.  Finally, they had a luncheon with professionals in the field of their future academic interest during which many of their doubts were answered by these professionals.  A Facebook page was created by one of the self-advocates, on her own initiative, to keep these participates in constant communication.

The Council was represented by some self-advocates in the Envisioning the Future: Allies in Self-advocacy summit for held in Baltimore in March.  As a result, a team of self-advocates from the DD Network and other organizations was formed to start taking the steps toward the creation of an island-wide self-advocacy organization.  Through a collaborative agreement the center for independent living, Movimiento para el Alcance de una Vida Independiente (MAVI), provided the facilities for the meetings to begin with the development of a presentation at the DD Network Conference to be held later on in the year.
Responding to the ever present bullying and aggression of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, the Institute Psysoma, Inc. offers workshops and psychological counseling to parents and teachers about bullying.
Through APNI, parents are trained to become advocates for their children, promoting best practices in education and the integration of knowledge of the rights of the students in the special education program.
Through Sociedad Puertorriqueña de Epilepsia, Inc.  independent living and integration into the community skills are increased for individuals with epilepsy and fortify the skills of  their parents and family members to enable them to achieve personal independence.
Education
The Council approved 6 projects to address educational issues on different levels
A project with the University of Puerto Rico develops training for teachers and other professionals about pre-intervention and intervention in inclusive adapted education to increase the quality of life of the person with idd. 
The increasing population of autistic children is being served through Centro Margarita that developed a curriculum that enables these children to transition into the regular school in their community.
Through American University a Certificate  on Transition to Adult Life was developed that was the foundation for a Master degree program on special education in transition for students with idd which continues to facilitate the transition to jobs, community living and post-secondary education.
An adapted physical education program was developed at the University of Turabo to train teachers in order to better serve the special education population in our public school system and at the university.
Through the project Nubecitas de Amor pre-school children with idd are offered a program that through sensory, motor and linguistic approaches enable their optimum and holistic development
Finally through Proyecto VIDAS, Inc. an educational project that maximizes the potential and increases the knowledge and abilities of social inclusion for children and young people with developmental disabilities, their families and the general community in unserved and underserved communities is in its last year of services.
